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raiding distance of Petrograd. The remnant of the
Russian army, already undermined in discipline and
morale by subversive propaganda, broke 'like thin
clouds before a Biscay gale*. There was virtually
no resistance. If the Revolution was to be saved,
a 'breathing space5 was essential. After a bitter
internal struggle the Bolsheviks sued for peace.
The German reply was an ultimatum setting forth
conditions, for the discussion of which three days
were allowed, while the treaty once signed must be
ratified within two weeks.
The Peace of Brest-Litovsk
With no other course open to them, the Bol-
sheviks accepted the inevitable, and on 3 March
1918 the Peace of Brest-Litovsk was signed. This
treaty, together with the supplementary agreements
of the following August, required Russia to re-
nounce sovereignty in favour of Germany and
Austria-Hungary over Russian Poland, Lithuania,
Courland, Livonia, Estonia, and the Islands of the
Moon Sound. To Turkey she had to cede Ardahan,
Kars, and Batum. In addition she was forced to
recognize the independence of Finland, the Ukraine,
and Georgia, and to agree to reparation payments
to the amount of 6,000,000,000 marks in goods,
bonds, and gold, on which she actually paid instal-
ments totalling 120,000,000 gold rubles. Russia
lost 34 per cent, of her population, 32 per cent, of
her agricultural land, 85 per cent, of her beet-sugar
land, 54 per cent, of her industrial undertakings,
and 89 per cent, of her coal-mines. European